
 

 

May 27, 2020 

 

The Honorable Delbert Hosemann     The Honorable Phillip Gunn 

Lieutenant Governor       Speaker of the House  

P.O Box 1018        P.O. Box 1018 

Jackson, MS, 39215        Jackson, MS, 39215  

 

 

Dear Lt. Governor Hosemann and Speaker Gunn: 

 

On behalf of a broad coalition of industry trade associations and businesses, we thank you for 

your ongoing work to manage our state during this unprecedented pandemic. 

Those included in this letter represent businesses that collectively employ many Mississippians. 

We are writing to alert you to an essential matter that employers, employees, and consumers are 

facing during this unfamiliar operating environment. 

There are a growing number of COVID-19 related lawsuits. Some personal injury lawyers view 

individuals exposed to COVID-19 as a vast new pool of plaintiffs. They see healthcare providers, 

businesses, non-profits, charitable, and religious organizations that aid in the response effort or 

provide essential services as defendants to cast blame. The first lawsuits targeting healthcare 

providers, employers, retailers, and other businesses have been filed. Many more are to come. 

Legislation can avoid a crippling surge of coronavirus lawsuits that will further strain businesses 

and the economy. We ask you to act promptly to preserve both justice and economic recovery in 

Mississippi by enacting reasonable safeguards against frivolous COVID-19-related claims. 

Businesses are doing their absolute best to follow public health guidance guidelines. Some 

aspects of personal behavior by some Mississippians are beyond their control. Despite their 

absolute best stewardship efforts, businesses are still unable to find refuge from claims that will 

close business’ doors for good. 

We ask you to act to protect Mississippians against claims which do not allege willful or 

intentional misconduct. It is good public policy to give our courts clear direction and to 

distinguish valid claims from meritless lawsuits in this unprecedented time. 

Many of Mississippi’s employers are concerned that they may not survive the pandemic and are 

dealing with a crisis through no fault of their own. They are doing everything possible to remain 

open to serve their customers. We commend your quick action and leadership in SB 2772 to 

ensure small businesses can receive $1,500 to $25,000—unfortunately, the cost of defending one 

lawsuit maybe ten times that and could put them out of business. 

They are trying to keep their workers on the payroll; soaring legal defense costs from frivolous 

lawsuits will make it more challenging to stay afloat and keep prices practicable for Mississippi 

consumers. 

  



 

 

Some may believe liability protection already exists; our view is that the legal territory we are 

operating within is uncharted and is creating an uncertain business environment. We think some 

attorneys will use the current pandemic to establish unfavorable precedents, as we see in some 

states. Therefore, we need your help to adopt reasonable parameters for businesses that follow 

public health guidelines and state plans to protect its employees, which will provide clarity for all 

concerned. 

Our group has worked together to construct what we think is legislation that will provide 

reasonable protections to employers, employees, and consumers. We shared that draft legislation 

with your chief of staff last week. We look forward to the conversations ahead and thank you, as 

always, for your service and leadership. 

With gratitude, 

 

 American Council of Engineering Companies of 
Mississippi 

 American Heart Association 

 Associated Builders and Contractors, MS 
Chapter 

 Associated General Contractors of Mississippi 

 BIPEC 

 Electric Cooperatives of Mississippi 

 Home Builders Association of Mississippi 

 Housing Association of Mississippi  

 Independent Insurance Agents of Mississippi 

 Mississippi Blood Services 

 Mississippi REALTORS 

 MS Academy of Pediatric Dentistry 

 MS Ambulatory Surgery Center Association 

 MS Apartment Association 

 MS Association of Affordable Housing Providers 

 MS Association of Health Underwriters 

 MS Automobile Dealers Association 

 MS Bankers Association 

 MS Beer Distributors Association 

 MS Beverage Association 

 MS Cattlemen's Association 

 MS Concrete Association 
 
 

 MS Consumer Finance Association 

 MS Dental Association 

 MS Economic Council (MEC) 

 MS Energy Institute 

 MS Farm Bureau Federation 

 MS Forest Products Manufacturers Council 

 MS Forestry Association 

 MS Healthcare Association 

 MS Hospitality and Restaurant Association 

 MS Manufacturers Association 

 MS Manufacturing Housing Association 

 MS Optometric Association 

 MS Petroleum Marketers & Convenience 
Stores Association 

 MS Poultry Association 

 MS Propane Gas Association 

 MS Recycling Association 

 MS Retail and Grocers Association 

 MS Road Builders’ Association 

 MS State Medical Association 

 MS Trucking Association 

 NFIB-MS (National Federation of Independent 
Business) 

 Southeast Oil and Gas Association 

 



Supporters of 
COVID-19 Liability Protection Legislation 


