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For nine years,  A 
Banker in Every Class-
r o o m  ( B I E C )  h a s 
brought together Missis-
sippi bankers and teach-
ers to promote financial 
literacy to students from 
kindergarten through 
12th grade, and recently 
bankers have expanded into higher educa-
tion classes as well. Bankers plan and pres-
ent personal finance lessons in classrooms 
throughout the state during the official 
weeklong program and throughout the 
year. 

The 2019 BIEC almost doubled the 
amount of classroom presentations from 
2018. Chaired by Chris Estrade of Han-
cock Whitney Bank, and organized by 
Amy Davis, SVP, 2019 had 532 official 
“matches” or classroom presentations in 
138 schools across 48 counties in Mis-
sissippi. This was all on behalf of over 
250 individual bankers from 37 different 
banks. The average number of presenta-
tions over nine years is just shy of 400.

This ninth year was so successful in 
part because this was the first year there 

was an official committee supporting the 
program. 

“We formed a committee because we 
knew we had bankers who were already 
interested and involved, and we wanted 
their input with getting new lesson plans 
that matched what they were doing on a 
daily basis already, and wanted their help 
vetting new materials. It also made sense 
to have a ‘boots on the ground’ approach 
to recruiting more bankers to participate 
and getting more teachers involved, too,” 
said Amy Davis, SVP, Operations. 

Davis said that Chris Estrade of Han-
cock Whitney was the natural choice for 
the chair because he was already such a 
champion of the program.  

“Being a new committee, we embarked 
on a plan to start strong, 
fully engage teachers and 
bankers, and grow from 
there.  We are fortunate 
to have bankers involved 
so heavily in the com-
munities that we serve 
throughout our state,” 
said Estrade. 

Estrade himself was 

able to present to 6 classrooms and about 
125 students during BIEC week. “I en-
joy engaging the students in meaningful 
conversations about financial situations 
in their lives. While we do use material 
based lesson plans, we have found it best 
to tailor the classroom discussion to what 
the teacher is teaching at the time or top-
ics that the students are most interested in.  
By doing this, we have the largest impact 
on Mississippi students.”

George Broadstreet of Renasant 
Bank has volunteered 
with BIEC since 2014 
through his community 
outreach role in the Clin-
ton branch. “One of the 
things we want to do is 
promote financial literacy 
and this is one of the 
easiest and best ways to 
do that. Schools are very 
protective of their classroom time, as they 
should be, but teachers are very responsive 
when you say you're with MBA. It’s a great 
avenue to get involved locally with your 
schools,” said Broadstreet. 

He was able this year to present to 
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Left: Chris Estrade discussed budgeting and savings 
funds with Patrick Wadsworth's sophomore and junior 
classes at Gulfport High School. Above: George Broad-
street presented to Bradley Pope's ninth grade students 
at Clinton High School about money, the economy, 
and savings. 
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every 9th grade class at Sumner Hill in 
Clinton, a total of almost 350 students. 
“I enjoy the fact that students 14- and 
15-year-olds, they can relate to the topic 
of money and what things cost, and they 
all enjoy the topic, but what I enjoy most 
is that you can hopefully get them in the 
mindset of when they are earning a liv-
ing, to not make the mistakes as someone 
with no financial training at all. Get them 
started on the right path toward savings, 
budgeting, and they'll benefit tremen-
dously in their lifetime.” Broadstreet 
added that they respond especially well to 
the real life example of financing a car over 
5 years and the payback amount options. 

“I have been involved with BIEC for 
two years," said Bradley Pope, teacher at 
Clinton Public Schools. "We have had 
the pleasure of working with Mr. George 
Broadstreet of Renasant Bank both years.  
I look forward to his visit because the 

students see people from our community 
giving back and helping to improve our 
schools. Mr. Broadstreet presents the in-
formation in a slightly different manner 
than I do.  This gives the students extra 
items to grab a hold of and improves re-
call.  Most of the things we teach are not 
current in a 9th graders life.  The more 
we can make it stick, the better chance 
they will apply the concepts several years 
down the road.” 

Broadstreet’s advice to bankers who are 
interested but who haven’t yet volunteered 
is to not be afraid. “Any time that you 
spend in front of the kids and anything 
you share from a banking perspective is 
going to be beneficial. And we have a 
whole gamut of schools in Mississippi. 
Go into the schools that no one's volun-
teering to go to. Those are the kids that 
need the help the most. The lower end 
of the spectrum kids are not getting the 

attention. We have to teach them how to 
handle the money and we need to help 
prepare them. 

The overarching theme of BIEC is 
community involvement as much as is it 
education. “Being a Mississippi Banker 
means being involved in the communi-
ties in which we serve.  We attend church 
with our children's teachers and serve on 
boards with school administrators so it's 
an easy conversation to have in terms of 
creating value for a teacher who wants to 
develop a classroom full of students. We, 
through the association, engaged bank-
ers statewide early on in order to setup 
presentations in order to reach as many 
students as possible.  BIEC week is truly 
a 'focus week' for a year round effort to 
improve the quality of financial education 
in our state,” said Estrade.

Left: Mary Lard of the Bank of 
Yazoo used the "bean game" 
with a group of sixth graders 
at Manchester Academy to 
discuss basic budgeting con-
cepts. Top: Chris Roberts of 
BankPlus spoke to Mrs. Griffin's 
fourth grade class at Camden 
Elementary. Bottom: Logan 
James and Shaunna Ashley of 
BancorpSouth presented to a 
total of around 45 children at 
Oak Grove Elementary in Hat-
tiesburg. 


