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Mississippi Bankers Association sponsors 10th annual virtual ‘Banker in Every 

Classroom’ Week November 2-6  

‘A Banker in Every Classroom’ promotes awareness of the importance of 
personal financial education to K-12 students across Mississippi. 

 
November 18, 2020—Mississippi bankers all over the state partnered with teachers to provide 
financial literacy presentations to students K-12 virtually during the week of November 2-6, 
2020, as a part of the Mississippi Bankers Association (MBA) initiative, “A Banker in Every 
Classroom.”   
 
Since 2009, “A Banker in Every Classroom” has brought together Mississippi bankers and 
teachers at the local level to promote financial literacy for K-12 students. Bankers present 
personal finance lessons to students in classrooms throughout Mississippi. This successful 
statewide program has reached over 150,000 Mississippi K-12 students and gives Mississippi 
bankers the opportunity to do what they do best: build relationships in their communities.  
 
Every year, bankers and teachers register with the MBA. MBA staff then match bankers with 
teachers, and bankers then work with teachers to plan age appropriate presentations for their 
matched class. This year, due to COVID-19 safety precautions, MBA-sanctioned visits were 
virtual, presented through live Zoom lessons, pre-recorded banker videos, and three Facebook 
live lessons during the week. 
 
Since the inception of “A Banker in Every Classroom,” over 3500 presentations have been done 
in all 82 counties in the state. “During our first year in 2009, our goal was to have 100 matched 
lessons. We had over 300 in-class presentations that year,” said Amy Davis, SVP Operations, 
MBA. “In our most successful year, we had over 600 matched presentations, and we had 
planned to aim for even more than that to celebrate our 10th anniversary this year. It was clear 
very quickly though that we needed a different plan that would allow us to help bankers work 
with teachers and connect with students safely.”  
 
This year, 55 bankers from 23 banks provided 24 zoom lessons for 26 schools across the state. 
Bankers recorded 17 video lessons that will remain available on the MBA website for teachers 
to utilize throughout the year. For the first time ever, three bankers presented Facebook Live 
lessons for elementary, middle school and high school students; in all, those lessons have 
reached over 3,300 people.  
 
“While bankers weren’t able to be physically in the classrooms and make as many visits as 
usual this year, we made strides in utilizing technology, and they still accomplished the most 



important goals—building community relationships and introducing students to financial literacy 
concepts,” said Davis.  
 
This program has garnered support from state officials since its inception in 2009, and Gov. 
Tate Reeves proclaimed November 2-6, 2020, “A Banker in Every Classroom Week” to help 
encourage bankers, teachers, and to work together to promote financial education to Mississippi 
students.  
 
Attorney General Lynn Fitch also recorded a video in support of the program and thanking the 
MBA for hosting this program every year. In it she said to students, “Knowing how to manage 
your money is a critical life skill. There is simply no other skill that will take you further in life no 
matter what job you are doing…Knowing how to spend, save and invest wisely, will empower 
you to pursue your dreams.”  
 
While A Banker in Every Classroom is promoted as a weeklong program, the intention is for 
bankers to use the resources as a blueprint and continue to share financial literacy lessons in 
their communities year-round. Since the week wrapped on November 6, multiple bankers and 
teachers have had zoom lessons via the MBA, and the MBA will continue to help support 
lessons throughout the year.   
 
“We were glad to have found a way to provide Mississippi students with real-life financial literacy 
education without any added risk to bankers, students, or staff at banks or schools,” said 
Gordon Fellows, president and CEO of the MBA. “This year allowed us to open up new methods 
of content delivery and we will continue to think of how we can learn from our experiences this 
year to complement in-class room banker visits in the future. Bankers are integral to our 
communities, and we are prouder this year than ever of their ongoing efforts to support 
Mississippi’s businesses, employees, and students. Banker in Every Classroom week is a 
benefit to students of all ages, and it also serves as a great introduction to banking as a career 
possibility for these students.” 
 
For more information about “A Banker in Every Classroom,” visit msbankers.com/BIEC. 
 

### 

Since 1889, the Mississippi Bankers Association has been the statewide trade association of the state’s 
banking industry. The MBA supports its member banks through education, advocacy, communications, 
and products and services. Learn more at www.msbankers.com.  
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