
The following is a list of bills tracked by the MBA that died during the 2020 Regular 
Legislative Session.  The MBA opposed a number of these bills, and simply tracked 
others.   

Bank Operations 

HB 146 (Rep. Bryant Clark) would have authorized DHS to use electronic means to 
send notices to banks relating to encumbrances of assets for child support, if so allowed 
by the bank. (Died in House Judiciary B). 

HB 396 (Rep. Charles Young) would have prohibited banks from charging bad check 
fees on active and retired public employees who receive direct deposits of their 
compensation or retirement allowance if the sole reason their account was overdrawn 
was an error in funds being deposited. (Died in House Banking and Financial Services). 

HB 1495 (Rep. Timmy Ladner) would have defined the term “open account.” The MBA 
worked to remove language from this bill and its Senate counterpart SB 2873 (Sen. 
Sally Doty) that may have had a negative impact on banks’ ability to issue credit cards. 
(HB 1495 Died in House Banking and Financial Services and SB 2873 died in Senate 
Accountability, Efficiency, and Transparency). 

Contracts 

HB 214 (Rep. Earle Banks) would have required contracts to be written in large print. 
(Died in House Judiciary A). 

HB 391 (Rep. Earle Banks) would have held arbitration clauses in certain contracts to 
be nonbinding. (Died in House Judiciary A). 

SB 2535 (Sen. Dennis DeBar) would have lowered the age of majority from 21 to 18 in 
Mississippi. (Died in Senate Judiciary A). 

Employment 

HB 461 (Rep. Gary Chism) would have provided that a claimant’s failure to timely file 
medical records in support of a controverted workers’ compensation claim may result in 
dismissal of the claim. (Died in Senate Insurance).   

HB 750 (Rep. Trey Lamar) would have exempted certain records of the Mississippi 
Workers’ Compensation Commission to remove existing Commission requirements to 
give attorneys a list of employees who had submitted injury claims. This bill passed the 
House after being amended to allow for disclosures to a consumer reporting agency or 
a government agency pursuant to the Fair Credit Reporting Act. (Died in Senate Labor).   

HB 256 (Rep. Bob Evans) would have abolished employment at will and required 
employment termination decisions be made in good faith. (Died in House Workforce 
Development). 



HB 1007 (Rep. Jeramey Anderson) would have prohibited employers from inquiring 
either orally or in writing regarding an applicant’s criminal history. (Died in House 
Workforce Development). 

SB 2747 (Sen. John Horhn) would have prevented employers from using criminal 
history checks as part of the preliminary job application process. (Died in Senate Labor). 

Equal Pay 

SB 2522 (Sen. Sally Doty) provided that no employer shall pay an employee a wage at 
a rate less than the rate at which an employee of the opposite gender is paid for equal 
work. This bill did provide an exemption for differences in pay that could be reasonably 
justified for a reason other than the person’s gender. This bill was passed the Senate 
but died in committee in the House. (Died in House Workforce Development). 

Insurance 

HB 102 (Rep. Bryant Clark) would have required certain insurance policies to provide 
coverage for obesity treatment. (Died in House Insurance). 

HB 678 (Rep. Richard Bennett) would have provided that the insurer has the burden of 
proof as to the application of any exclusion in the policy in any action for damages by 
the policyholder against a property and casualty insurer under an “all perils” coverage 
policy. (Died in House Judiciary A). 

SB 2410 (Sen. David Parker) would have required insurers to name the general 
contractor as a payee when losses exceeding a certain amount accrue to the owners of 
structures insured under policies of property and casualty insurance. (Died in Senate 
Insurance).  

Manufactured Housing Lending 

HB 62 (Rep. Kenneth Walker) and HB 513 (Rep. Timmy Ladner) would have allowed 
the owner of a manufactured home or mobile home that was sold for taxes, or any 
person interested in the property, to redeem the property at any time within one year 
after the day of the sale. (HB 62 died in House Ways and Means and HB 62 died in 
House Judiciary A). 

HB 815 (Rep. Donnie Scoggin) would have allowed the owner of a manufactured home 
or mobile home that was sold for taxes, or any person interested in the property to 
redeem the property at any time within 2 years after the day of the sale. (Died in House 
Judiciary A). 

SB 2348 (Sen. Joey Fillingane) / HB 1533 (Rep. Lee Yancey) would have established a 
procedure for the disposition of abandoned manufactured or mobile homes and 
associated personal property. These bills provided that if an abandoned mobile home 
was sold by a sheriff, any lienholders would be paid in order of priority following 



payments to the sheriff and tax assessor. (SB 2348 died in House Judiciary A and HB 
1533 died in Senate Judiciary A). 

Mineral Rights 

HB 253 (Rep. Bob Evans) would have caused any mineral rights which were separated 
from the surface estate to revert to the owner of the surface estate after 10 years of 
nonproduction. (Died in House Judiciary A). The MBA opposed this bill and similar bills 
because of potential negative impacts on trusts which may contain rights in mineral 
estates. 

HB 329 (Rep. Donnie Bell) would have caused the owner of the surface estate under 
which oil, gas or other mineral rights are owned or held separately, may be exempt from 
paying 25% of the ad valorem taxes otherwise due on the real estate. (Died in House 
Ways and Means). 

HB 332 (Rep. Donnie Bell) and HB 836 (Rep. Price Wallace) would have caused 
mineral rights separated from the surface estate to revert to the owner of the surface 
estate after 10 years of nonproduction. (Died in House Judiciary A). 

HB 586 (Rep. Randy Boyd) would have caused the mineral rights separated from the 
surface estate to revert to the owner of the surface estate after 20 years of 
nonproduction. (Died in House Judiciary A). 

Mortgage/Lending 

HB 131 (Rep. John Hines) would have established a homeowner’s emergency 
mortgage assistance program and add additional requirements for mortgagees to meet 
before accelerating the maturity of a mortgage obligation. (Died in House 
Appropriations) 

HB 196 (Rep. John Hines) would have established the MS Affordable Housing 
Opportunity Fund. (Died in House Appropriations). 

Privacy/Consumer Information 

HB 288 (Rep. Earle Banks) would have prohibited consumer credit reporting agencies 
and authorized recipients of consumer credit reports from releasing a consumer’s credit 
report or information from the report unless given written authorization from the 
consumer. (Died in House Banking and Financial Services). 

SB 2548 (Sen. Angela Turner) would have created the “Mississippi Consumer Data 
Privacy Act.” The MBA strongly opposed this bill due to its close similarity to the similar 
bill passed in California last year. (Died in Senate Judiciary A). 

HB 235 (Rep. Bryant Clark) would have established a procedure for a victim of identity 
theft to have the debt forgiven and credit reports purged. (Died in House Judiciary B). 



Property Issues 

HB 775 (Rep. Donnie Bell) and SB 2862 (Sen. Josh Harkins) would have required 
applicants for licensure as a home inspector to undergo certain background checks. 
(Both bills died in Senate Business and Financial Institutions). 

HB 1398 (Rep. Dana Criswell) would have exempted homestead property and other 
specified property having a certain value from seizure and forfeiture. (Died in Senate 
Judiciary B).  

SB 2421 (Sen. Briggs Hopson) and SB 2065 (Sen. Briggs Hopson) would have 
established an expedited quiet title and foreclosure procedure for tax-forfeited lands or 
municipalities. (SB 2421 died in House Municipalities and SB 2065 died in Senate 
Municipalities). 

HB 1169 (Rep. Jeffery Harness) would have repealed the Landowners Protection Act. 
(Died in House Judiciary A). 

HB 453 (Rep. Randy Rushing) would have changed the method appraisers use to 
determine the “True Value of Property” for the purposes of assessing Ad Valorem taxes 
on affordable housing developments. (Died in House Ways and Means).  

Taxation 

HB 638 (Rep. Ken Morgan) would have required tax assessors with knowledge of facts 
that may affect a property’s ad valorem taxation, to act on behalf of the interested party 
to change, cancel, or decrease the assessment. (Died in Senate Finance). 

HB 1227 (Rep. Trey Lamar) would have allowed for possible, undetermined 
amendment to statutes governing the determination of true value of property for ad 
valorem taxation purposes. (Died in Senate Finance).  

SB 2470 (Sen. Josh Harkins) would have denied a permit to engage in business as a 
different legal entity to any taxpayer owing a tax liability to the state. (Died in House 
Ways and Means). 

SB 2785 (Sen. Josh Harkins) which would have authorized the Department of Revenue 
to reduce a tax liability based on additional information or documentation provided by a 
taxpayer after the Board of Tax Appeals has issued an order. (Died in House Ways and 
Means). 

Trusts and Estates 

HB 271 (Rep. Hank Zuber) would have authorized a grantor who conveyed a life estate 
to a person to revoke such conveyance at any time before his or her death. (Died in 
House Judiciary A). 



HB 1474 (Rep. Debra Gibbs) would have provided that a legal life estate owner shall be 
entitled to make changes to the land or other property without permission of any of the 
remaindermen beneficiaries. (Died in House Judiciary A). 

Miscellaneous 

Real Estate Brokers License – SB 2854 (Sen. Chris Caughman) would have revised 
the requirements to be granted a real estate brokers license by requiring an applicant to 
have held a license as an active real estate salesperson for at least 36 months 
immediately prior to applying for the broker’s examination. (Died on the Senate 
Calendar). 

Owner’s Lien on Self-Storage – SB 2861 (Sen. Sally Doty) would have allowed the 
owner of a self-storage unit to deny access to the leased space to an occupant who is in 
default. The owner may also advertise the contents for sale if the occupant fails to pay 
past-due fees after notice is provided. If the contents of the space are a vehicle, 
watercraft, or trailer, the owner may have it towed from the facility after charges are 
unpaid for 60 days while the owner’s lien would remain on the property. (Died on the 
Senate Calendar). 

Public Funds – SB 2515 (Sen. Jennifer Branning) would have required any public 
officer or employee handling or having the custody of public funds to give bond in a 
certain amount. (Died in House Accountability and Transparency).  

Cameras and Credit Cards – HB 485 (Rep. Alyce Clarke) would have required owners 
of retail businesses which accept the use of credit or debit cards to have video cameras. 
(Died in House Banking and Financial Services). 

Lawsuits – HB 1232 (Rep. Jeffrey Harness) would have removed the monetary limits 
on the award of punitive damages. (Died in House Judiciary A). 

Garnishment – HB 1531 (Rep. Jeffery Harness) would have required a hearing before 
a writ of garnishment is executed. (Died in House Judiciary A). 

Justice Court – SB 2007 (Sen. Robert Jackson) would have revised the maximum 
jurisdictional amount for justice court to $5,000. (Died in Senate Judiciary A). 
Restaurant Tipping – SB 2092 (Sen. Kevin Blackwell) would have prohibited 
restaurant employers from deducting credit card payment processing fees or costs from 
employees’ gratuities. (Died in Senate Labor). 


